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President’s Perspective

  STRONGER  
TOGETHER 

  

REGISTER 
NOW FOR 
ACFAS 
2022!
It's time to reboot and bring everyone back 
together in-person at ACFAS' 80th Annual 
Scientific Conference in Austin, Texas,  
February 24-27, 2022.  

ACFAS 2022 is ready for our regular full- 
capacity meeting with some extra additions 
to applaud 80 years of cutting-edge educa-
tion. Our celebratory conference is already 
set to be jampacked with more clinical ses-
sions, hands-on workshops, award-winning  

research and scientific posters, a HUB  
theater, pre-conference programs, the  
annual job fair and endless opportunities to 
network with colleagues in person! 

Register today at acfas.org/Austin and 
mark your calendar to join us in person to 
celebrate 80 years of the top-rated annual 
scientific conference in the profession! 

ACFAS is  
Promoting You!

Managing Online 
Patient Reviews



I can recall attending my very first ACFAS  
Annual Scientific Conference and the awe I 
felt at seeing how many members were there, 
united by the same objective: to learn together. 
The lecture halls were filled with attendees, 
eager to explore the latest advanced tech-
niques and to catch up with old friends and 
colleagues. The excitement when we all gath-
ered for the opening session was palpable! 

As we embark on our annual dues renewal, I 
am again struck by our community of ACFAS 
members. During the last decade, our mem-
bership has grown steadily by more than a 
hundred members each year, hitting an  
all-time high of 7,900 members this year. And 
more impressively, our members continue to 
pursue membership in the College, with more 
than 96 percent of our members renewing last 
year, even while the pandemic raged and no 
one could predict what the future held for us. 
It was a clear demonstration of the power of 
membership and how we are all stronger to-
gether. 

These numbers caused me to reflect further 
on the power of membership and what ACFAS 
is providing that makes us all continue to 
come back for more. 

As the premiere leader in providing foot and 
ankle surgical education, ACFAS bravely 
moved forward with a sold out Annual Scien-
tific Conference this year while keeping all our 

members and staff safe. We continue to offer 
virtual programming with more than 300 
hours of continuing medical education, 90 
podcasts and new initiatives targeted at resi-
dency programs who needed support during 
the pandemic. 

But being stronger together also means  
embracing other organizations that share our 
vision for building the future for our profes-
sion. Since 2018, the Joint Task Force of  
Orthopaedic and Podiatric Surgeons has 
worked on mutually beneficial policy goals. 
The four participating organizations, Ameri-
can Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons 
(AAOS), the American College of Foot and 
Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS), the American  
Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society (AOFAS), 
and the American Podiatric Medical Associa-
tion (APMA), have worked collaboratively to 
address the goal of equivalency in education 
pathways and certification. This work will help 
to strengthen our profession and support  
future generations as they build careers and 
practices. The task force is also working  
together to tackle insurance barriers to ensure 
parity in payments and patient access to all 
foot and ankle surgeons. 

As our organization evolves, we recognize that 
preparation for future challenges involves 
member recruitment and leadership develop-
ment, to help us navigate the unknown and 
fuel the growth of our profession by bringing 

in new voices and experiences. The College’s 
Membership Committee has embraced this 
challenge, and in a grass roots effort, is work-
ing to partner with industry colleagues to roll 
out a series of events promoting the role of 
foot and ankle surgeons to teens in economi-
cally disadvantaged areas. It’s early in the 
process, but so far this community outreach 
has been a memorable and inspiring experi-
ence for both the surgeons and the teens.  

As I reflect on the most recent Annual  
Scientific Conference, I see the many young 
members who have grown and taken on lead-
ership roles within the College. And I see our 
members serving as leaders in many other ca-
pacities too: within their hospitals, sitting on 
Boards of other organizations, and at home, in 
their local community. Our collective commit-
ment to leadership is very encouraging. 

To assist our members in realizing their indi-
vidual potential, the College is rolling out a 
Leadership Institute to assist and support us 
in growing our leadership skills while also  
providing a pathway for future involvement in 
ACFAS. We have high hopes for this program 
– that it will facilitate the continued growth of 
our profession and develop leaders who will 
work to move our vision forward.  

As professionals, colleagues, and leaders,  
remember we are stronger together. 
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STRONGER TOGETHER:  
THE POWER OF MEMBERSHIP

Questions for Dr. Dinh? Write her at president@acfas.org. Thanh Dinh, DPM, FACFAS 
ACFAS President



 What’s an ACFAS Annual Scientific Conference without Pre-Conference 
Workshops? Head to Austin a day early for ACFAS 2022 and add an extra 
day to your educational experience. Take your pick from one of these 
outstanding workshops offered on Wednesday, February 23, 2022. 

Coding and Billing for the Foot and Ankle Surgeon 
7:30–5:30pm | 8 Continuing education contact hours 

This interactive and comprehensive workshop covers pertinent issues 
related to properly coding surgical procedures and evaluation and 
management services. Learn how to code just one or two procedures 
properly and you will cover the cost of this course and see an 
immediate return on investment in your own practice. 

New! Coding Fundamentals  
2:00–5:15pm | 2.5 continuing education contact hours  

Take the first few steps to coding and billing by joining us for this all-
new comprehensive workshop covering the fundamentals of coding 
and billing for foot and ankle surgeons. Learn the foundation of the 
coding and billing process from expert colleagues before taking the 
ACFAS Coding and Billing for the Foot and Ankle course.  

Forefoot Revisions: Managing Failed Procedures 
(Cadaveric) 
7am–Noon | 4 continuing education contact hours 

Learn techniques to streamline revision surgery in the forefoot while 
gaining an understanding of fixation methods and implants. Identify 
the failure points of the index procedures before they happen and 
review post-operative protocols. 

Essential Rearfoot Procedures (Cadaveric) 
Noon–5pm | 4 continuing education contact hours 

Improve skills and become familiar with a variety of fixation methods 
and implant devices. Learn to execute techniques essential to obtaining 
adequate correction when performing corrective osteotomies and soft 
tissue repair skills. 
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Head to Austin Early for  
Pre-Conference Workshops

2021-22 EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

November 6-7, 2021 
(Saturday/Sunday) 
Surgical Management  
of the Active Patient* 
MERCI Lab 
Chicago 

December 11-12, 2021 
(Saturday/Sunday) 
Arthroscopy of the Foot 
and Ankle Surgical 
Skills Course* 
Orthopaedic Learning Center 
(OLC) 
Rosemont, IL 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
Pre-Conference: 
Forefoot Revisions: 
Managing Failed 
Procedures (Cadaveric) 
Austin Convention Center 
Austin, TX 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
Pre-Conference: Coding 
and Billing for the Foot 
and Ankle Surgeon 
Hilton Austin 
Austin, TX 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
Pre-Conference: 
Essential Rearfoot 
Procedures (Cadaveric) 
Austin Convention Center 
Austin, TX 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
NEW! Pre-Conference: 
Coding Fundamentals 
Hilton Austin 
Austin, TX 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
Pre-Conference: 
Residents Day 
Hilton Austin 
Austin, TX 

February 23, 2022 
(Wednesday) 
Pre-Conference: 
Residency Directors 
Forum 
Hilton Austin 
Austin, TX 

February 24-27, 2022 
(Thursday-Sunday) 
80th Annual Scientific 
Conference 
Austin Convention Center 
Austin, TX 

April 1-2, 2022 
(Friday/Saturday) 
Regional Learning 
Series: Common 
Pathologies-How to 
Resolve and Maximize 
Function by Restoring 
Structure 
Renaissance Denver 
Downtown City Center Hotel 
Denver, CO

*To be waitlisted, please contact Michelle 
Majewski. at michelle.majewski@acfas.org.



practice management
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An important piece of being a foot and ankle 
surgeon is serving your patients. To continue 
improving your care and attract more  
patients, it’s important to keep patients happy 
and to encourage them to share their positive 
experiences with others. While we can’t  
always control the message being shared— 
or where they share them—there are ways  
to make it more manageable. ACFAS Fellow 
and Illinois-based foot and ankle surgeon 
Bela Pandit, DPM, FACFAS shares how her 
practice manages online patient reviews. 

Patient reviews are a great way to get  
feedback on what your office and staff are 
doing well as well as areas for improvement. 
Some offices ask for feedback during an  
appointment while others send out an email 
after the appointment to get feedback. Some 
EMRs can run campaigns asking for patient 
feedback after an appointment, which Dr. 
Pandit strongly suggests each practice does 
to streamline the process and encourage 
more patient feedback. 

When follow-up emails don’t work, some-
times a phone call is the best bet. Dr. Pandit’s 
office also has a staff member contact new  
patients. Dr. Pandit explains, “My office intern 
calls new patients after their initial appoint-
ment to ask how their appointment was and 
to see if there are follow-up questions.” She 
adds, “Aside from the phone call the review 
management software automatically sends a 

follow-up email after the appointment ends to 
encourage patients to leave a review about 
their appointment.” Whatever method you 
use, it’s important to encourage as much  
feedback as possible to not only improve your 
patient care as an office, but to also attract 
new patients who will be reading reviews 
when choosing their foot and ankle surgeon. 

Encouraging Reviews 
While patients can’t be “bribed” in any way to 
receive feedback, there are things you can  
do to encourage reviews and open lines of 
communication with patients to share their 
experience with your office. Dr. Pandit shares 
an organic way to encourage patient feed-
back, “One strategy my office has is to write 
any patient notes or follow-up care tips on a 
postcard we send home with the patient. 
This postcard includes a note for the patient 
to submit an online review after their  
appointment.” Some offices include signs 
around the office, verbal reminders to leave 
feedback at the end of the appointment  
or even a follow-up phone call post appoint-
ment to encourage them to complete a  
survey. Depending on rules from state to 
state, Dr. Pandit shares there are certain 
times when a raffle could be a good way to 
get patient feedback. “The holiday season is 
a time when it’s more accepted to hold a  
raffle where patients can leave reviews or 
feedback for an entry into a raffle.” 

When a patient does leave a favorable review, 
it’s a great idea to acknowledge this.  
Dr. Pandit’s office will often show their  
appreciation for a good review with some  
office swag, including t-shirts, mugs, hand 
sanitizers, water bottles or pop sockets at their 
next visit. While it’s a way to thank the patient, 
it also could encourage them to leave more  
reviews in the future. 

Managing Reviews 
There are ways to encourage feedback, but 
managing reviews is a different beast.  
Dr. Pandit encourages offices to invest in  
online review management systems. “Not 
enough practices use online management 
companies, which is bad because that’s  
typically how you get patients.” She adds, “It’s 
better to have a ton of good reviews to offset 
any negative reviews you may get.” 

Dr. Pandit's office review management soft-
ware not only automatically sends a follow-up 
email asking patients to leave a review about 
their appointment, but takes it one step  
further.  If the review gives more than three 
stars, they are automatically asked if their  
review can be posted on Google, Facebook, 
Yelp or other platforms. “This way you not 
only end up with a great review and patient 
testimonial on the practice website, but you 
will also have the review published on other 
platforms further spreading the word.” 

Managing Online Patient Reviews
Bela Pandit 
DPM, FACFAS
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What happens after receiving a negative  
review? Dr. Pandit shares, “If a patient leaves 
less than four stars, the patient review  
management company will forward those to 
the office so we can reach out to the patient  
to see why it wasn’t a four-star review or what 
they can do to make it better next time or  
improve.” Of course, there are times when  
reviews are left somewhere else that you can’t 
intercept before they get posted. The biggest 
concern all practices face is what happens 
once you have a bad review and what can you 
do? While most negative reviews posted out-
side of your practice are impossible to get rid 
of, Dr. Pandit suggests, “Bury it with great  
reviews!” She adds, “Using an outside service 
to get more reviews and always encourage 
your patients to leave good reviews.” The  
benefit of an online patient review manage-
ment company ensures that you’re getting 
more feedback and sharing those positive  
experiences and patient testimonials in  
multiple outlets. That way when the dreaded 
negative review comes up, it won’t offset all 
the good reviews and feedback your practice 
has gotten.  

“It’s better to have a 
ton of good reviews to 
offset any negative 
reviews you may get.”  
— Bela Pandit, DPM, FACFAS

CALL TO  SCHEDULE A SURGERY
844. 602. 6637
EMAIL US NOW Info@i2b-USA.com

Learn More at www.ReferenceToe.com
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The College's new student-led webinar series 
focuses on an overview of the process of 
podiatric research to provide a starting point 
for students and/or new researchers to better 
understand podiatric scientific pursuits. 

The nine-part series, hosted once per month, 
will consist of three 20-minute segments on 
various topics of the research process. The 20-
minute segments are led by an ACFAS student 
club officer, a member from the ACFAS 
Regions and a member of the ACFAS Research 
Committee. 

The lecture series started in September 2021 
and highlighted how to formulate a research 
topic. The full series continues through May 
2022 and each session is recorded and 
archived on acfas.org. Registration and future 
dates are also listed on acfas.org. 

October: IRB Processes and Ethics 
October 19, 2021 | 7PM CT 

Student Club President Gregory Rose, DPM, 
'23 and Paul Jicman, ’23, Club Officer  

ACFAS Northeast Region Case Speaker: 
Robert Fridman, DPM, FACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Elizabeth Ansert, DPM, MBA, MA 

November: Conducting a 
Retrospective Study 
ACFAS Student Club at Barry:  
Adam McAteer, ’23, Club President 

ACFAS Southeast Region Case Speaker: 
Bradley Lamm, DPM, FACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Nicole Cates, DPM, AACFAS 

December: Conducting  
a Prospective Study 
ACFAS Student Club at CSPM:  
Jake Loitz, ’23, Club President 

ACFAS Pacific Region Case Speaker: 
Matthew Doyle, DPM, AACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer:  
Paul Kim, DPM, MS, FACFAS 

January: Literature Review 
ACFAS Student Club at AZPod:  
Shadi Mattar, ’23, Club President 

ACFAS Big West Region Case Speaker:  
John J. Anderson, DPM, FACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
James Connors, DPM, FACFAS 

February: Metanalyses and 
Systematic Reviews 
ACFAS Student Club at Scholl:  
Sarah Langer, ’24, Club Officer 

ACFAS Midwest Region Case Speaker:  
Kyle Fiala, DPM, FACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Rachel Albright, DPM, MPH, AACFAS 

March: Survey Studies 
ACFAS Student Club at DMU:  
Alexandra Arnold, ’24, Club Officer 

ACFAS Midwest Region Case Speaker:  
Troy Boffeli, DPM, FACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Calvin Rushing, DPM, AACFAS 

April: Article/Data Analysis 
ACFAS Student Club at Kent State:  
Kiara Francis, ’23, Club President 

ACFAS Great Lakes Region Case Speaker:  
Hayley Iosue, DPM, AACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Elizabeth Ansert, DPM, MBA, MA 

May: Manuscript Writing, 
Presentation, and Review Process 
ACFAS Student Club at WesternU: Mereat 
Askander, ’24, Club President 

ACFAS Pacific Region Case Speaker:  
Tenaya West, DPM, AACFAS 

ACFAS Research Committee Volunteer: 
Calvin Rushing, DPM, AACFAS 

New! ACFAS Student  
Research Lecture Series
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Membership Dues 
The ACFAS Board voted not to increase 
member dues for the second year in a row 
and will maintain the current membership 
dues rates. 

Leadership Development Program 
The Board approved an ACFAS Leadership 
Committee to assess the feasibility of a 
Leadership Institute.  The purpose is to 
provide a starting point for emerging leaders 
to hone their leadership skills and abilities, 
learn about ACFAS, and expand their peer 
network, as well as infusing the diversity and 
talent of our future leaders into a robust 
volunteer pipeline for the College. 

JFAS Section Editors 
The Board approved the Council for 
Journal Management’s recommendations 
for adding the following JFAS section 
editors: Sandeep Patel, DPM, FACFAS 
(Trauma); Asim Raja, DPM, FACFAS 
(Trauma); David Sadoskas, DPM, FACFAS 
(Pediatrics) and Mitzi Williams DPM, 
FACFAS (Forefoot Reconstruction) 

Nominations Committee 
The Board approved the 2021 Nominations 
Committee. Per ACFAS Policy, the 
Nominations Committee is composed of 
representatives from the ACFAS Board of 
Directors, the Region Presidents Council 
and at-large ACFAS Fellows. The ACFAS 
Immediate Past President serves as the 
Chair of the Committee. The 2021 
Nominations Committee is Scott C. Nelson, 
DPM, FACFAS (Chair); Thanh Dinh, DPM, 
FACFAS; Erin Robles-Sherman, DPM, 
FACFAS; Lacey Clawson, DPM, FACFAS; 
Michael Lee, DPM, FACFAS; Ronald Ray, 
DPM, FACFAS and Brandi Johnson, DPM, 
FACFAS 

news from the college

The ACFAS Board of Directors met in Savannah, Georgia July 16-17. For most of the Board 
members, this was the first in-person Board meeting they had the opportunity to participate in 
since being elected to the role. It was a welcomed change after more than a year of virtual Board 
meetings. Highlights from the meeting include:

July Board Meeting Highlights

Specially designed for reconstruc琀ve 
Rearfoot, ankle and lower leg surgery 
Variable depth for appropriate 
anatomical sites 
Ergonomically designed for atrauma琀c 
琀ssue, muscle, tendon and deep fascia 
retraction and retention
Equally effec琀ve for so昀 琀ssue retraction 
in many applications in general, 

KapKapp Su Surgigical cal 

Cavolo Cavolo RRA RRA RetractorsRetractors
For For Reconstructive Reconstructive ReaRearfofoot t & & Ankle Ankle Surgery Surgery 

  Large - 216mm x 42mm & 27mm 

KAPP SURGICAL  
INSTRUMENT, INC. 
Worldwide Sales, Service, Mfg 
4919 Warrensville Center Road   
Cleveland, Ohio 44128, USA 
T 800-282-KAPP   F 216-587-0411 
www.kappsurgical.com     
email:  info@kappsurgical.com 

Small 

Large 

Catalog No. Catalog No. K-947K-9475 5      SetSet of of 2 2 ea: ea:  1 1 SmSmallll  1 1 LargeLarge

PatentPatent PenPendinging 

orthopedic and vascular surgery   
 Unique serrated blades grip so昀 琀ssue 
securely
Sizes:  Small - 210mm x 38mm & 22mm



The ACFAS Fellowship Committee recently 
determined the following four fellowships 
exceed the minimal requirements to be  
upgraded to Recognized Status with the 
College after their first successful year: 

Hinsdale Orthopaedic (IBJ) Foot and 
Ankle Fellowship 
Joliet, Illinois 
Program Director: Brian J. Burgess, DPM, 
FACFAS 

Rocky Mountain Reconstructive Foot 
and Ankle Fellowship 
Denver 
Program Director: Alan Ng, DPM, FACFAS 

Northern California Reconstruction Foot 
and Ankle Fellowship 
Redding, California 
Program Director: Jason Nowak, DPM, 
FACFAS 

Virginia Fellowship in Reconstruction, 
Revision and Limb Preservation Surgery 
of the Foot and Ankle 
Mechanicsville, Virginia 
Program Director: Laurence G. Rubin, DPM, 
FACFAS 

Also, the following four new fellowship 
applicants have been granted Conditional 
Status* with ACFAS: 

Certified Foot and Ankle Reconstructive 
Surgical Fellowship  
Delray Beach, Florida 
Program Director: Ashley Bowles, DPM, 
FACFAS 

Salt Lake Regional Foot and Ankle  
Reconstructive Limb Salvage Fellowship 
Salt Lake City 
Program Directors: Scott Clark, DPM, FACFAS 
and David Seegmiller, DPM, FACFAS 

Virginia Mason Franciscan Health Foot 
and Ankle Sports Medicine Fellowship 
Seattle 
Program Director: Eric Heit, DPM, FACFAS 

Chicago Foot and Ankle Trauma  
and Reconstruction Fellowship 
Chicago 
Program Director: Jonathan Hook, DPM, 
FACFAS 

Eight Fellowship Programs 
Receive Status with ACFAS  
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Become a coding pro with another ACFAS 
coding course—Coding Fundamentals! 

Coding Fundamentals is an all-new  
comprehensive workshop covering the  
fundamentals of coding and billing for foot 
and ankle surgeons. The program explains 
the foundation of the coding and billing 
process from expert colleagues and is a 
course for those new to coding or for those 
who want to brush up on their coding 
knowledge. The course can be taken before 
the ACFAS Coding and Billing for the 
Foot and Ankle Surgeon course and will be 
offered at ACFAS 2022 in Austin as a  
pre-conference program and prior to any  
future full ACFAS Coding and Billing for 
the Foot and Ankle Surgeon courses. 

For the ACFAS 2022 pre-conference  
program, residents will also have the  
opportunity to take this course as a part  
of a full day of learning geared toward  
Residents. Residents can pair this course 
with Residents Day at a discounted rate. 
Register for Residents Day in the morning 
and learn the foundation of coding  
and billing in the afternoon with Coding 
Fundamentals. 

For full course information and  
registration options for the ACFAS  
coding courses at ACFAS 2022, visit  
acfas.org/PracticeManagement. 

New 
ACFAS 
Coding 
Course  

news from the college

*All new Conditional Status programs are considered for Recognized Status with ACFAS 
after they have received status and the first fellow completes the program. 

ACFAS highly recommends taking on a specialized fellowship for the continuation of foot 
and ankle surgical education after residency. If you are considering a fellowship, visit 
acfas.org/fellowshipinitiative to review a complete listing of programs and minimal  
requirements.
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2022 Dues  
Reminders  
are in the  
Mail 
ACFAS membership dues reminders for all 
Fellow and Associate members were 
recently sent out in the mail for the 2022 
calendar year. Pay your dues online at 
acfas.org/PayMyDues or by mail or fax 
once you receive your reminder.  

Payment is due by December 31, 2021. 
Visit the ACFAS Member Center at 
acfas.org/Members to learn more about 
all ACFAS membership offers you.



Residents, don’t miss our annual Residents 
Day on February 23, 2022 in Austin and 
hear from experienced foot and ankle  
surgeons who will provide tips from finish-
ing residency strong to transitioning to a 
successful practice. 

Residents Day will provide real-world advice 
and wisdom to help you tackle the end of 
residency: 
� Understand the ins and outs of CPME’s 

320 Standards; 
� Learn skills for conflict resolution and 

hear advice on dealing with issues of ha-
rassment; 

� Gain insight on how to establish work/life 
balance 

 

The workshop will continue with tools  
to help with your post-residency life: 
� How to promote yourself properly; 
� Learn the importance of proper  

documentation and informed consent;  
� Consider heading toward a fellowship;  

or move straight to practice — and hear  
advice on how to find a job 

Breakfast, a refreshment break and networking 
lunch are included with your registration fee. 
Watch your email for more details on the 
agenda and instructions to register. 

Combine your Residents Day registration 
with the new Coding Fundamentals course 
for a full day of learning at a bundled price! 
See the article next to this or visit 
acfas.org/Austin to register. 

New for this year—a full day of learning 
geared to residents on February 23. Register 
for Residents Day in the morning to get tips 
from your colleagues on finishing residency 
and transitioning to a successful practice. 
Finish the day with an all-new Coding 
Fundamentals course to learn the 
foundation of the coding and billing process 
from experts to give you an intro and head 
start before taking the full ACFAS Coding 
and Billing for the Foot and Ankle Surgeon 
course. Register for one course, or both to 
take advantage of special bundle pricing. 
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education

Register Now:  
2022 Residents Day  
Pre-Conference Workshop 

20
22

AUSTIN CONVENTION CENTER

FEBRUARY 23, 2022   |   AUSTIN, TX

Join us for a 
Resident Day 
of Learning!

Coding  
Fundamentals 

$125 Member 
Resident 
 

$165  
Non-member 
Resident

Residents’  
Day 

$95 Member 
Resident 
 

$125  
Non-member 
Resident

Bundle 
 

$210  
Member 
Resident 

$280  
Non-member 
Resident



Co-sponsored by the Council of Teaching 
Hospitals (COTH), the College’s annual 
Residency Directors Forum is back with  
a bang – as an in-person event! The 2022 
Residency Directors Forum is set to run  
on Wednesday, February 23, 2022 from  
1-5:30pm, in advance of the ACFAS Annual 
Scientific Conference in Austin, TX and  
provides 4.0 CME for attendees.  

Session content this year includes various 
topics to assist resident educators in  
optimizing their resident review and  
oversight, such as milestones; resident  
remediation; and resident burnout. The day 
will continue with tips to teach the teachers, 
like why good documentation is important; 
and Sim Labs and virtual education options. 
The day will end with a session on program 
mergers and acquisitions; and updates  

from an A to Z list of resident education 
stakeholder organizations.  

As always, the Forum will be complimentary 
for all residency directors, faculty and  
program coordinators (up to two represen-
tatives from each program), fellowship  
directors, and school Deans.  

To register, visit acfas.org/Austin.  

Don't Miss the  
2022 Residency  
Directors Forum 

education

RESIDENCY 
DIRECTORS 
FORUM

R 
D
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FEBRUARY 23, 2022 
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More success for The Journal of Foot & Ankle 
Surgery (JFAS)—the Journal Impact Factor 
(JIF) for 2020 increased to 1.286 up from 1.043 
in 2019! The Journal Impact Factor (JIF) is a 
journal metric  measuring the success of a 
journal. Various factors  are considered to 
measure the impact, including the volume of 
publication and citations characteristics of the 
subject area and type of journal—most often 
how many times an article has been cited  
or published in a particular year.   While 
other factors measure a journal’s success, 
a steadily increasing JIF is great news for 
the Journal  and its visibility. For many 

journals, the JIF plays a large 
role in authors wanting to 
publish in a journal, and the 
higher the JIF the more 
prestigious a journal considered 
especially within the given 
medical community. 

We owe the growing success of the 
Journal to editor D. Scot Malay, 
DPM, MSCE, FACFAS, deputy 
editor Naohiro Shibuya, DPM, MS, FACFAS, 
the Council for Journal Management and the 
entire editorial board for their efforts to 
increase the value and visibility of the Journal!  
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news from the college

Looking for a job? Take advantage of the  
College’s pilot-program Virtual Career Fair, 
sponsored by PodiatryCareers.org. This new 
event is on the calendar for Wednesday,  
November 3, 2021 at 5-8pm EDT. Participants 
will connect with prospective employees with 
a list of employers seeking your skillset, all 
without leaving your home.  

Log in to the Virtual Career Fair to: 
� Browse employer profiles  
� View open positions  
� Privately interact with employers via live 

text or video chat  
� Take this chance to get your foot in the 

door with organizations that are actively 
recruiting foot and ankle surgical  
professionals.  

The College’s Virtual Career Fair is a free, fun 
and low-pressure online environment where 
all you need is your mobile device or desktop. 

Registration is live and available on  
PodiatryCareers.org by selecting the Virtual 
Career Fair button at the bottom of the page. 
Space is limited,  don’t delay, register now! 

Have questions?  
Please call PodiatryCareers.org  
representatives at 888-884-8242 or  
email us at info@healthecareers.com. 

ACFAS First-Ever Virtual Career Fair

JFAS Increases Impact Factor 

Virtual Program



membership
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Help the College optimize the value and  
benefits of your ACFAS membership; partic-
ipate in the triannual membership survey 
starting this fall.  

The surveys, which are conducted every three 
years, are vital to help guide the College's  
governance, programs, services and policies. 
The results direct ACFAS leadership and staff 
in the strategic and operational planning for 

the College to help us continue to deliver 
value to our members.  

ACFAS members with valid email addresses 
may soon be randomly selected to participate 
in one of the two surveys: 
� Member Survey (October 4-31, 2021) 
� Practice Economics & Insights Survey 

(November 1-30, 2021) 

Your individual responses will not be seen by 
any ACFAS member or staff member and will 
only be reported in the aggregate. 

Responses are due by October 31 for the 
Member Survey and November 30 for the 
Practice Economics & Insights Survey. Thank 
you in advance for participating!

Member Survey 2021: Maximize  
Your Membership Benefits

  

There’s strength 
in membership. 

acfas.org/PayMyDues 

Renew Today!



The College works hard to raise awareness of 
the profession and you all as foot and ankle 
surgeons through our national public relations 
campaigns and efforts.  

Check out some of our latest successes! 

Media Successes 
The College recently sent out two national 
press releases to media outlets from coast to 
coast, including on social media. 
� The first, Protecting Your Feet When 

Tackling Home Improvement Projects, 
reached an audience of over 151 million 
and was placed in over 1,100 media  
outlets to date. Amber Shane, DPM,  
FACFAS was featured in the article.  

� The second, Back-to-School Shopping 
Tips for Health Feet, was placed in over 
1,000 media outlets and had an audience 
reach of over 146 million people across 
the nation. Brett Sachs, DPM, FACFAS, 
was featured in the article.  

� A third release on Why Women’s Feet 
Hurt More in Autumn featuring Thanh 
Dinh, DPM, FACFAS, was also sent  
nationwide and reached over 147.2  
million people and was placed in 1,043 
media outlets.  

� Two additional releases are set to be  
distributed in November and December—
watch for results in an upcoming Update.  

Brett Sachs, DPM, FACFAS spoke to the 
IndyStar on behalf of the College for an 
article on the ankle injury of the Indianapolis 
Colts quarterback Carson Wentz.  

A Video Media Tour featuring ACFAS 
president Thanh Dinh, DPM, FACFAS is set 
for October. Dr. Dinh will speak virtually to 
news outlets across the nation to share her 
expertise as a foot and ankle surgeon on 
topics related to Autumn foot care. Watch 
for the results in the next issue! 

Google Search Successes  
The content on FootHealthFacts.org is 
being updated with popular search terms 
and more descript language to help increase 
the searchability on internet search engines 
(SEO) to drive even more traffic to the 
patient education/physician search site.  

Social Media Expansion   
FootHealthFacts.org is now on Pinterest! 
We’re sharing helpful health tips on foot and 
ankle care to a whole new audience on the 
share site.   

Follow along at pinterest.com/FootHealthFacts 
and share our colorful infographics and 
health tips with your patients, too! 

As we continue in these efforts, there are 
numerous ways you can piggyback on our 
campaigns by using the tools in the ACFAS 
Marketing Toolbox to help promote your 
practice. Visit acfas.org/Marketing to see 
the countless ways you can maximize your 
reach today. 
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patient outreach

ACFAS is Promoting YOU!
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This year is flying by and we’re heading into 
a new season with a new issue of FootNotes! 
We’re covering all the timely fall topics  
including: 
� Keep Young Athletes Injury-Free This Fall: 

Tips to keep kids in the game, how to treat 
any injuries including checking on old 
ones, proper footwear and checking fields 
before any games to make for a long,  
successful sports season. 

� Starting School on the Right Foot: Ways to 
make heading back to school painless for 
kids and keep their feet in the best shape 
as they head into a new school year. 

� Hit the Trails Safely: Make fall hikes as 
safe as possible including prep tips, how 
to spot injuries and things to bring with 
on each hike.  

Use this issue of FootNotes however you want 
to help maximize your reach with patient  
education and marketing your practice. The 
customizable second page is ready for you to 
add your practice information so you  
can keep copies in your office, post it to your 
practice website and share it on your social 
media accounts. Access more free tools to 
help up your practice marketing game by  
visiting the Toolbox at acfas.org/Marketing.

Help Patients Prepare for an  
Injury-Free Fall with FootNotes

patient outreach

ACFAS CORPORATE SPONSORS

Platinum Level 
PICA 

Stryker 

ACFAS.org  |  JFAS.org  |  FootHealthFacts.org  |  773-693-9300

Copper Level 

Gramercy Extremity 
Orthopedics 

Novastep, Inc. 

Virtual Sponsors 

3M 

Amniox Medical 

Nextremity Solutions 

Pewter Level 
Medartis, Inc. 

Bronze Level 
In2Bones 

Organogenesis 

Podiatry Foundation  

Zimmer Biomet 

Silver Level 
Arthrex 

DePuy Synthes  

Treace Medical 
Concepts, Inc. 
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